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Subject Leader: Lindsey Rawes
“History is who we are and why we are the way we are.”
David McCullough

History is about real people and real events from the past. History is concerned with
sequence, time and chronology and is the study of evidence about the past; it gives us a
sense of identity, set within our social, political, cultural and economic relationships. History
fires the children’s curiosity about the past in Britain and the wider world: it plays an
essential part in preparing us for living and working in the world today.

What they learn can influence pupils’ decisions about personal choices, attitudes and
values. In History, children find evidence, weigh it up and reach their own conclusions. To do
this they need to be able to research, sift through evidence, and argue for their point of
view — skills that are all prized in adult life.

In History pupils will have the opportunity to:

Develop a secure understanding of chronology and their place in it.

¢ Learn about the impact and achievements of Britain and others civilisations.

e Ask questions about the past and investigate these using a range of primary and
secondary sources.

e Handle and use sources in the form of artefacts, photographs and written evidence.

e Make comparisons and explain why changes occur.

e Experience History brought to life in the form of living history days, workshops and
visits to museums.

e Construct hypotheses and arguments about people and events from the past by
looking closely at evidence.

e Challenge stereotypes by studying a rich and diverse range of individuals and

cultures from the past.

How is the content / theme chosen?



The content is chosen to make effective links with key themes and ensure coverage of the
expectations, as set out in the National Curriculum programmes of study, as well as the EYFS
framework.

At Normanton Common Primary Academy we ensure a clear, sequenced progression, which
is taught systematically for all pupils to acquire the intended knowledge and skills . The
content may be adapted or changed, based upon the needs or interests of specific cohorts.
Key threads run throughout the history curriculum, which help our children to retain and
recall information as well as make direct links and comparisons. In Key Stage 1 our key
threads are - Similarities and differences, Continuity and change and Significance and
impact. In Key Stage 2 we make links around the key threads of -

Society & Relationships, Power, Achievement & Impact.
How do we ensure progression of knowledge and skills?

At Normanton Common Primary Academy we have in place, for each subject area, a
knowledge and skills progression document, which is used for planning, to ensure
sequenced and appropriate content for specific year groups. Teachers are clear on the
learning and expectations for each year group, as this has been carefully selected and
mapped out so that children are building on prior knowledge and skills each term and each
year.

We plan for History using the National Curriculum objectives to ensure a robust and
thorough approach. We also use a skills document to ensure progression through each
knowledge block. Before each new unit of work is introduced teachers use a knowledge
organiser to help them make links to knowledge that has been taught before and ensure a
sequential approach to the teaching of technical vocabulary.

History Road Map



https://normantoncommonacademy.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2024/02/History-Road-Map.pdf
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How is the subject taught?

History lessons are carefully planned through our themes, so that valuable links can be
made across other subjects. A two year, long term rolling programme maps out the
coverage of the discrete teaching and learning opportunities for children to develop and
embed specific skills. This ensures coverage of the National Curriculum, for History across
Key Stage 1 and 2 and work within and beyond the Early Years’ Framework across our
Foundation Stage.

Within each discrete block of History teaching, class teachers carefully plan the specific
outcomes for their year group, based upon age appropriate knowledge and skills, as well as
the needs of the cohort or individuals within it. There is a strong focus on developing
vocabulary of our children and retention of this. New vocabulary is taught, with the
emphasis on key historical words and phrases . Although we actively introduce and are
ambitious with the language we use, we understand the importance not to over complicate
this language with very young children, but ensure underlying principles and meanings of
the words are taught and understood.

Children are introduced to and reminded of key vocabulary. Questioning is used to check
their understanding and prior knowledge, before new concepts, skills or knowledge are
introduced.

Modelling is used by class teachers to clarify expectations, children are then given plentiful
opportunities to consolidate, build upon and apply basic skills and knowledge, across a
series of lessons, as well as across the year. When children are learning about a subject
through a discrete teaching sessions they are explicitly told that today they are going to be



‘historians.” They are then reminded of the key skills that they will learn, use and develop
within this subject.

In History these are:

e place events in a chronological framework and develop a coherent understanding of
chronology

e use primary and secondary sources to find evidence about people and events

e understand and explain the impact historical events have had on our locality and on
the wider world

e understand the achievements of significant people and cultures from the past

 make comparisons about people and societies from the past

e communicate findings written and orally

History is one of our key subject drivers in developing the ‘Challenge & Educate’ side of our
school curriculum. Through studying a range of people from the past and present, who have
had an impact on the world, as well as a range of countries and cultures, children learn
about and are taught to challenge stereotypes connected to gender, wealth, disability and
cultural background. They are educated that differences should be celebrated and are not a
barrier to achievement. History is a strand of the curriculum that runs throughout all
subjects: pupils will study significant individuals from history throughout a wide range of
subjects (i.e. famous scientists, naturalists, explorers, writers, artists, designers and many
more).

Pupils also have additional opportunities to extend their History knowledge and skills
through cross-curricular work. History underpins many subjects: strong links with other
areas, particularly Geography, English, Science and Art, ensure that children have numerous
opportunities to apply skills across the curriculum. Opportunities to learn about significant
people, including artists, scientists, musicians and explorers are carefully chosen, so that
children are continually developing the sense of the importance of History in the wider
world and developing their understanding of chronology (for example, children might look
at chronology of significant scientific discoveries during a unit of Science work on
electricity).

Through studying a range of people and places in History, children are taught to challenge
stereotypes connected to gender, wealth, disability and cultural background and are
educated that differences, including where you are born or live in the world, should be
celebrated and are not a barrier to achievement.

Texts relating to History knowledge and concepts used to further underpin this
understanding and encourage questions from children. This ensures that elements of the
History curriculum are accessed by children throughout the year.

Teaching History in EYFS

Planning and teaching in EYFS is similar to that in Key Stage 1. The children are expected to
develop a specific set of skills and knowledge appropriate to their age. This is often beyond



the expectations that are set out in the end of year Early Learning Goals, as we prepare our
children with the knowledge and skills they will need in History, ready for year 1.

As well as topic work and the discrete teaching of skills and knowledge, children in EYFS are
given the opportunity to explore, investigate, question and continually practise and embed
their language and leaning through the areas of provision set up in the indoor and outdoor
learning environments.

How do we know that our children are making progress?

Ongoing assessments of the children’s knowledge and skills is observed by the class teacher.
Misconceptions are addressed and next steps carefully planned. Children’s outcomes

are compared to the subject specific skills and knowledge documents. At the end of a block
of discrete teaching (or term) subject leaders gather an overview of children’s outomes in
each subject area. This is used to plan appropriate next steps for their future learning, as
well as provide an overview of learning within a subject area across the whole school.

How do we promote our Curriculum Intent?
Active Learners:

e Pupils develop an interest and curiosity about the past

e Pupils develop a sense of pride about their place in the world

e Pupils have practical experiences to take part in hands on history learning such as
handling and using a range of primary and secondary sources. (Further promoting
engagement)

e Pupils have the opportunity to take part in living history events to experience what it
was actually like to live in the past.

e Pupils develop their own research skills to find out about the past.

e Pupils present and articulate learning with confidence

e Pupils understand that some historical figures in the past have demonstrated
resilience (they didn’t always achieve first time)

e Pupils collaborate in History projects with their peers.

e Pupils discuss questions about the past and give their own opinions.

e Pupils show pride in the presentation of their History work.

Active Citizens:

e Pupils learn about the impact people and events from History have had on their own
lives. their locality and the wider world.

e Pupils understand the achievements of societies from the past.

e Pupils study the concept of power and how different societies have been ruled in the
past.

e Pupils make comparisons between different cultures.

e Pupils begin to understand society and their place in it so that they develop a sense
of their cultural heritage.



e Pupils develop an understanding that differences are not a barrier to achievement
e Pupils develop an understanding about living history and reflect on how this may
have an impact on our World in the future.

Active Communicators:

e Historical vocabulary is shared in lessons and pupils use subject specific vocabulary.

e Pupils study a range of vocabulary rich texts (fiction and non-fiction) linked to their
History learning.

e Pupils present their findings in writing and orally.

e Pupils ask and answer questions about the past.

e Pupils take part in debates about significant historical events or people

e Texts relating to historical events and people are planned to ensure progression and
ambition between year groups.

e Pupils talk about people from the past, their achievements and impact.

What wider opportunities are provided for our children?

We ensure pupils experience many educational visits to ensure rich first hand experiences
including: Eden Camp, The Yorkshire Museum, National Coal Mining Museum, Museum of
Crime and Punishment, The National Railway Museum and many others.

There are a range of wider opportunities for pupils to experience History: pupils take part in
living history days or workshops run by experts in their field both in school and offsite at
museums/living history sites. They are also able to handle real life artefacts through the loan
of artefact boxes in class and examine these sources in detail. Pupils and their families
participate in Inspire days often linked to our History learning throughout the year (most
recently pupils and families enjoyed taking part in events based around the Stone Age and
the Tudors).

Pupils also deepen their knowledge of the History curriculum through topic based
homework grids, where they can choose to explore aspects of a historical period which are
unable to be covered in class (eg Roman food and drink, Tudor entertainment).

Our school also runs a number of competitions to promote pupils’ love of History
throughout the year, including the Spirit of Normandy Trust VE Poster competition and the
Historical Association's Historical Fiction Writing competition for Years 5 and 6. Whole
school assemblies and learning to commemorate significant historical events and
anniversaries also run throughout the year (e.g. Remembrance week, Black History Month
as well as one of events of historical significance such as the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee,
King's Coronation etc).

Knowledge Organisers:



To know about ancient Athenian democracy.

To know why the ancient Greek Olympics were held
and what happened at the start of the festival.

To know about the sporting events at the ancient
Greek Olympics.

To know how the anci
were similar and different.

and modern Olympi

Key Vocabulary

A time belonging to the distant past,
usually BC (Before Christ).

A city in ancient Greece that had its
own separate gavemment and laws.

A form of government. The rule of the
people.

bly The Atheni bly was a gathering
of male citizens who voted on laws.

A citizen was a freeborn adult male.
Women and slaves were not citizens.

Something created by people in the
past that they have left for us and is in
use today.

time and borrowed many aspects of
their culture from the Greeks. In fact,
it was the Romans who invaded
Greece and made it part of their

—_— ”

Ancient Greece Spring Term 1 LKS2  #NCPAHistorians
Key Learning Chronology Athens and Sparta Athenian Democracy
1cient Greek civilisation happened | Ancient Greece was not a country. It | Ancient Athens is where democracy
iz ":::‘ mr:mmu Graace it i with athar. from 776BC to 146BC at the same | was made up of city states; Athens | began in around 508 BC. Listening to
:‘" > ;“"’ & diffe - o s time as the Ancient Egyptians and and Sparta were two of the most the opinions of other people and
0 ki 1ee crvtie t Bronze and Iron Ages in Britain. The | powerful of these. The Spartans debating issues was an important
and Spartan society. Romans were also around at this i

were known for their strong army and
ability to fight. In childhood, boys
were trained to be warriors. Girls
were taught academic subjects and
how to fight. The Athenians were
known for their cultural developments
and learning. Girls did not go to
school but many were taught how to
look after the home and family.

While Athens was a democracy,
Sparta was a monarchy and had two
kings.

part of this system. After debating
issues in the assembly, the ancient
Athenians would vote. At that time,
the only people allowed to take part
in democracy were aduit males who
were citizens of Athens. The legacy
of democracy still exists today in
many parts of the world. i

The Ancient Greek Olympics

Olympic Sports

The Olympics were first held in
ancient Greece in 776 BC. This is
one of the legacies of ancient
Greece. The ancient Olympics were
actually a religious festival which was
main event of the festival was not the
games but a sacrifice to Zeus.

During the Olympics all city states
would declare a truce before taking
part. Athletes and spectators from
each city would travel to Olympia
where the games took place.

Events included boxing, wrestling,
running and chariot racing.  Athletes
trained in the gymnasium and foot
races were held in the stadium.
There were a number of different
Chariot races were held at a race
track called the hippodrome. Ancient
Greek athletes competed naked in
events. B s

Like the Olympics today, the ancient
Olympics were held every four years.
Unlike today, women were not
allowed to compete in the Olympics.
This was because ancient Greek
women were not treated as equals to
men and had fewer freedoms. The
idea for the marathon also originates
from this time. There were far fewer
events in the ancient Olympics.
There was only a first place for each
event and winners were not awarded
medals but an olive wreath

The Stone, Bronze and Iron Ages Spring Term 2 LKS2  #NCPAHistorians
A

Rey Learning

| know where the Stone, Bronze and Iron Ages are on a
timeline using BC and AD.

To know how Stone age people survived
To know what life was like in Skara Brae

To know what technological changes occurred during the
Bronze age.

To know what life was like in an Iron age hill fort

To know why Stonehenge was a significant site during
the Iron age.

Chronology

The Stone Age

Skara Brae

The Stone Age (a period of time when
humans used stone to make tools)
covers a huge period of time - over 3
million years. It can be broken down into
3 smaller time periods:
Palazsiihus - around 3,000,000 BC.
Early humans used simple stone
tools with sharp edges
+ Mesolithic - around 10,000 BC.
Humans were hunter-gatherers and
constantiy on the move in order to
stay safe and warm.
Neolithic - around 4500-2400 BC.
Farming developed and villages were
built

Hunter-gatherers were nomadic
tribesmen who survived by killing
animals and searching for food in the
wild such as nuts, fruit and berries.
Weapons such as stone axes, spears,
bows and arrows were all used to hunt
for food.

Horse, deer, hares, seabirds, fish were
all eaten. Every part of the animal was
used including bone marrow and the
skin for clothing.

In 1850, a Stone Age village thought to
have been built around 3000 BC was
discovered on Orkney, off the North
coast of Scotland. It provided evidence
that the Stone Age people were
beginning to settle down, making homes
and farming rather than constantly
moving around. The remains of eight
circular houses were discovered. These
houses contained a fire pit in the
middle, beds built into the walls and a
set of stone shelves called a dresser.
Carved patterns can be found on the
walls of one of the buildings

Key Vocabulary The Stone, Bronze and Iron ages
overlapped and happened at the same e
Early Stone age time as anclent Egyptian civilisation.
Mesolithic Middle Stone age Bronze Age Technology Hill Forts Stonehenge
Neolithic New Stone age In the Bronze age, people discovered During the Iron Age, many people lived Stonehenge is a circle of huge stones. It
copper and tin could be removed from in settlements called hill forts. A hill fort | is located on Salisbury Plain in Wiltshire.
ol A person whose food came from minerals by smelting. Bronze was made | could be home to hundreds of people. This is in the south of England, close to
e hun:\tlng wild animals and collactinig by melting tin and copper, and mixing These settlements were on higher the river Avon. Two types of stone were
fruitand nuts. them together. The bronze could then ground. At the base of lots of hill forts, used to make the stone circles. The giant
nomadic A person with no fixed home who be poured in to moulds to create useful | there were ditches which would be sarsen stones came from Wiltshire. The
wandered from place to place. items. Daggers, blades, spearheads, difficult for attackers .to cross. They were | smaller bluestones came all the way
i The ¢ Z al Rl i bl e ekt Al fas als? surrounded by high wooden walls. | from Wales.
o - RIricessIon renvg atatons 2 e G Inside a hill fort would be a collection of | Another stone was placed across the
from rocks and minerals. :e r:ade c;ut of bz)nzeblwf:::h w:s roundhouses made from wattle and standing sarsen stones. This was called a
settlement A place where people decide to stay RIERr AR more Suee T 22006 daub walls. lintel and it was fixed firmly into place
and build homes and a community. because the stones had bumps and

holes carved into them.




